Christ Lutheran Church
Yuma Lutheran School
2555 S Engler Avenue
Yuma, AZ 85365
(928)726-0773 Church
(928)726-6674 Church Fax
(928)726-8410 School

Christ Lutheran Church and Yuma Lutheran School exist to make
and multiply disciples of Christ who are deployed to share God’s love
and care for all people.

(928)726-5330 School Fax

ChurchOffice@ChristYuma.org

July 2022

www.ChristYuma.org
www.YumaLutheranSchool.org
ChristLutheranChurchYuma
YumaLutheran
Rev. Vincent Harman, Senior Pastor
VHarman@ChristYuma.org
Rev. Mark Johnson, Associate Pastor
MJohnson@ChristYuma.org
Angie Schiller, YLS Principal
ASchiller@YumaLutheranSchool.org
Elena Jimenez, School Secretary
EJimenez@YumaLutheranSchool.org
Amy Mitchell, Bookkeeper
AMitchell@ChristYuma.org
Kimberly Meeks, Church Secretary
KMeeks@ChristYuma.org

Decorate your bikes, wagons, or cars in red, white, and blue—
and don’t forget to wear your favorite patriotic attire! Even
your furry friends can participate!
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Everyone is encouraged to bring a light snack or favorite 4th
of July dish to share after the parade in the Gym.
We will have the big slides in the gym for everyone to enjoy!
Kids are encouraged to bring homemade instruments
Spectators Needed!
A parade is not a parade without spectators! Invite your friends
and family to join us! The kids love an audience, and let’s face it,
some of us adults do too! :)
Parade Route: The parade will go through 26th Way, San Marcos
Drive, 25th Place and 25th Street, ending in our parking lot.
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“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord”
~Psalm 33:12
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Vince Harman
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Mark Johnson

What is the psalmist talking about when he
writes, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the
Lord?” Who is the nation? Who is to be
blessed? When the psalmist wrote this he was
writing about Israel. God’s chosen people to be
His own. And when we read the Old
Testament we read that God protected His
chosen people Israel, so that when they were
faithful to Him, they defeated enemies who
were much more powerful than they. When the
psalmist remembered Pharaoh’s army washed
up on the shores of the Red Sea, the fallen walls
of what had been the fortress of Jericho and
may other victories, he could say, “Blessed is
the nation who God is the Lord.” The vain
plans of the other nations could not destroy
Israel or prevent God’s promise of the Savior
from coming true. No matter how great
Pharaoh’s and the Assyrian armies were, no
matter how many chariots they had and how
fast their horses were, nothing could save them
when they stood in defiance of the Lord’s will
for His chosen people. And just the opposite is
true, no matter how small Israel’s armies were,
they could not be defeated when the Lord stood
on their side. Again, that’s why the psalmist
wrote, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the
Lord.”
The same mighty protection shields God’s
people today. Even though the church has
often been persecuted, it still stands, long after
the tyrants and empires who opposed it lie in
the dust. What’s important to remember is that
today no nation is God’s chosen people in the
way that Israel, the bearer of the promise of the
Savior, was in the Old Testament.
Nevertheless, the general truths of his psalm still
apply today. Nations usually reap what they
sow, just as individuals do. Nations which live
in reckless defiance of God’s moral standards
usually experience the devastating consequences
of such disobedience in the deterioration of their
society. I think we all agree we are seeing this
in our country today. Empires which have
oppressed God’s people have fallen at their
appointed hour. On the other hand, individuals
and people who honor the basic moral standard
of God’s law and who protect the church tend
to experience blessings in this life – note not
always because we still live in a sinful world.
I think what is most important is that when
we read this passage that God is talking about
His people past, present and the future. God is
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making it clear that people whose God is the
one true God, the maker of heaven and earth,
the fulfiller of His promises through Jesus are
truly blessed. Psalm 33:12, “Blessed is the
nation whose God is the Lord, the people He
chose for His inheritance.” Did you read the
words that most people don’t even know goes
with this verse? Did you hear what God says?
He says the people He chose for His
inheritance. Yes, He chose Israel in the Old
Testament but only to begin gathering people,
all people, into His kingdom. Israel was never
to keep the promises to themselves; but they
were to share them with the rest of the world.
We read this when God made a covenant with
Abram. Genesis 12:2-3, "I will make you into
a great nation and I will bless you; I will make
your name great, and you will be a blessing. I
will bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on
earth will be blessed through you." Did you
catch it? It says that all peoples on earth will be
blessed through you. And that, my friends, is
who we are. We are part of all peoples. We are
God’s people, chosen by God in the waters of
Baptism, called by the Gospel, filled with His
Spirit to be His people, His people who are
blessed. We are blessed because through Jesus’
life, death and resurrection we have been freed
from sin and death and the devil. God has
conquered all our spiritual enemies and nothing
can separate us from the love of God that is
ours in Christ Jesus. We are blessed even in the
midst of difficult times and persecution, because
we are the people of God, chosen and loved by
Him.
In the end of time the nation that is blessed is
the nation of all believers, all believers of every
tribe and race; all believers in Jesus Christ that
will be gathered to live with God in His
kingdom. Listen to what we read in Revelation
7:9-10. “After this I looked and there before
me was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, tribe, people and
language, standing before the throne and in
front of the Lamb. They were wearing white
robes and were holding palm branches in their
hands. And they cried out in a loud voice:
"Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb."
You are blessed to be a blessing,
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WHERE ARE YOU LOOKING?
I recently heard someone say, “Where we
look, we will go, and what we behold, we
will become.” A very wise and true
statement, when you think about it. You’ve
probably found, when driving a car, that if you
start looking off to the side of the road, you
will, unconsciously, start steering the car off in
the same direction. I learned that the hard
way one night driving home from college with
my roommate. I was pointing out a landmark
that could barely be seen in the dark and all of
a sudden realized my car was rapidly veering
off the road. I overcorrected and fishtailed off
across the opposite side of the highway and
began spinning in the dirt on the other side of
the road! Pretty harrowing experience!
Life is a lot like that. Whatever we focus
on, that is the direction we will travel.
When we are focusing on the wrong things,
pretty soon, we will find ourselves headed in
the wrong direction and in danger of
crashing—like we were in my little
Volkswagen! Our thoughts direct our lives
and what we think about sets the direction of
our lives.
That is why it’s imperative that “we take
every thought captive to make it obedient to
Christ.” 2 Cor. 10:5 Many times I find the
need to ask God to guard my heart and mind
from the enemy’s lies, which he throws at all
of us on a daily basis! God promised: “The
peace of God which transcends all understanding
will GUARD YOUR HEARTS AND MINDS in
Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7 Also, “SET
YOUR MINDS ON THINGS ABOVE, not on
earthly things.” Col 3:2 God’s Spirit that He
placed within each of us who believe will
enable us to do that!
So—the direction and the things we focus
on is where we will be going, just as WHAT
WE BEHOLD—where our heart is and
where our affections are—will mold us into
what we become. “And WE ALL, who with
unveiled faces, REFLECT the LORD’S GLORY,
are being TRANSFORMED INTO HIS IMAGE
with EVER-INCREASING GLORY which comes
from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” 2 Cor 3:18 The
“veil” that had separated mankind from God
because of sin has been removed from
believers by the sacrifice of Jesus on our
The Good News

behalf. As His redeemed children there is
nothing that separates us from God, and His
glory is reflected in our lives as we live by
the leading of the Spirit. St. Paul tell us that
we are “a letter from Christ…written not with
ink, but with the Spirit of the Living God, not on
tablets of stone, but on tablets of human hearts.” 2.
Cor. 3:3. God intends for us to be LIVING
LETTERS FROM HIM with our lives and
our love for others!
How does this happen? By spending time
in the Word—time with God—sitting at the
feet of Jesus and learning from Him! Day by
day throughout our lives. As we COMMUNE
WITH GOD, He shapes us, strengthens our
faith, gives us direction—and HOPE in the
midst of trials! And did you ever think that
time in the word and living by the Spirit will
give you a GLOW! Glowing in the glory of
God! It’s true! As Psalm 34:4-5 tells us, “I
sought the Lord and He answered me; He delivered
me from all my fears. THOSE WHO LOOK TO
HIM ARE RADIANT, their faces are NEVER
COVERED WITH SHAME.” Something
happens to the person who knows and trusts
in the Lord—and it shows to everyone
around! We are TRANSFORMED by the
RENEWNG OF OUR MINDS (Rom 12:2)
This is the work of the Holy Spirit! He
TRANSFORMS and RENEWS us in our
hearts and minds and, little by little, we
become more like Christ and shine His glory
to others.
Have you ever been in a crowd and seen
someone who just has a special glow and you
think, that person must know the Lord. That’s
what can happen to each of us. Let’s be
GLOWING IN GOD’S GLORY for others
to see! Let our TRANSFORMED SELVES
be BEACONS OF LIGHT IN A
DARKENING WORLD! What better way
to CONNECT PEOPLE TO CHRIST!
Dear Father—help us to open up to the
transforming power of the Holy Spirit in us
and draw us more and more into Your Word
that we may become more like You with each
passing day and SHINE—no GLOW—THE
LIGHT OF YOUR LOVE to draw others to
YOU!

July 2022

3

Built on the Rock
Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and put them into practice is
like a wise man who built his house on a rock. Matthew 7:24
Welcome to the official start of the new
school year! Our theme this year is taken
from Matthew 7:24. The work that is done
through teachers and staff is so important!
They are laying the foundation of faith for
SO MANY students! There is no job more
important for the Kingdom! Without the
support of Christ Lutheran Church we can’t
do this important work. Your prayers,
support, donations and volunteering is what
helps our school community continue to
grow. We will be serving over 470 students
this coming year at YLS. In fact, we may
even reach maximum capacity at 480! It’s
incredible the way God is working in our
church and school community! I can’t wait
to see what He has in store for us in the

Principal
Angie Schiller

coming year!
We are excited that Mikala Perino should
be here by the time you are reading this!! She
is our new called teacher this year that will
be serving us in second grade. Madison
Baughn (YLS graduate) will be serving us as
8th grade homeroom teacher and middle
school math. We are still looking to fill a
couple of positions and hope to get those
positions filled soon! Check the August
newsletter for the date we commission the
teachers for the coming year and install
Mikala as a called teacher!

A Ministry of Christ Lutheran Church

You can help a child attend Yuma Lutheran
School! School Tuition Organizations, or School Tuition Association of Yuma (STAY)
STOs, allow Arizona tax-payers a dollar-forat 928-782-5786
dollar tax credit on their Arizona income tax
Yuma’s Education Scholarship Fund for
return allowing YOU to decide how your tax
Kids (YES) at 928-314-0033
dollars are spent! Please contact one of the
Student Tuition Organizations to find out how
Arizona Christian School Tuition
you can help students attend Yuma Lutheran
Organization (ACSTO) at 480-820-0403
School:

July 4—Neighborhood
4th of July Parade;
Offices Closed
August 10—First Day of School
Remember to keep up with us through the website and Facebook pages:
www.yumalutheranschool.org and
https://www.facebook.com/yumalutheran
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“How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God’s
people to live together in harmony.” ~ Psalms 133:1
The words in Psalm 133:1 could be used for
the definition of a church family. Wonderful.
Pleasant. Live together. Harmony. Thank you
God for directing us to live beyond our own
personal families and to grow with others in
our faith. To worship together, to serve
together, and to witness together...all in His
name. Having a church family is a great
blessing! It is a wonderful feeling to be
CARE-d for by your friends and acquaintances
at church. Do you feel like you are part of a
church family...part of the family at Christ
Lutheran Church? Hopefully your answer is
YES...I do feel CARE-d for by my church
family...but if not... may you pray that your
future holds the desire to fulfill Psalms 133:1 in
your life.
The Bible provides numerous verses of
inspiration that not only show us how believers
should interact with one another, but also
helps us to understand the value of belonging
and interacting with the church family. There
are five reasons why we need to be an active
part of a church family.
Teamwork and Togetherness. Ecclesiastes 4:
9-12. God has made us social creatures and
therefore being part of a community of
believers can provide comfort, friendship,
and support during good and bad times.
Take time to reflect back on a difficult time
in your life; if you had CARE-ing from
your church family you certainly have
never forgotten it. It is priceless.
Love for one another. John 13: 31-35. Our
love is to be unconditional for others as we
share our faith with...not just in words but
in actions and attitudes. To CARE for each
other...no matter what!
Teaching and Encouraging. 2 Timothy 3:1617. We are to teach each other what God
has revealed in the scriptures...to be
equipped for every good work.
Service to others. 1 Peter 4:10. God has
given each of us a role to play in the lives
of other believers that will give meaning
and direction to each of our lives. This can
be done in many ways as in serving by
giving encouragement, volunteering,
praying with others...the list is endless. It is
about giving and not always receiving.
Faithful witness. Mathew 5:16. “Jesus
The Good News

To request prayer shawls, CDs, meals, or
cards, or for any other CARE ministry needs,
please contact the Church Office, or
CARE Ministry Coordinator
Twylah Wahl—928-920-8416,
ufloss28@aol.com
commanded His disciples to ‘let your light
so shine before men, that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven.’” Being a member of a church
family that outwardly shows these
principles of love will enable each of us to
act as a beacon that points people towards
Jesus Christ.
We are living in a time where many people
feel lost. Maybe that is even you or someone
you know. Part of the reason could be that
they have walked away from the church...their
church family. They have nothing to believe
in. They no longer attend church...in fact they
may feel they don’t even believe in God any
more. They feel alone and without hope. It
cannot be emphasized enough that losing your
church family or not having a
church family can lead you to
this time of emptiness. This is
where we each must be
that beacon that can
guide those lost souls to
God and His Word. May
you be challenged to
invite others that you
know are lost to come
to church. If this is how
you feel we invite
you to come to
church again. It is time to be bold in our faith
and become involved in our church family!
Recently, when visiting a couple of members
from CLC...they summed it up perfectly by
saying, “As we grow older we realize the
ONLY things that don’t change are God...and
our church family!” Amen!
To God Be the Glory!
CARE Coordinator
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Women In Mission—Who Are We?
All God’s Gals

~

In The Word

~

Serving the Lord

Highlights of the LWML District Convention
All 17 Mission Grants that were proposed for 2022-2024
were approved for a total of $153,839
 The Mission Walk pledges came in at $3000 towards the
Mission Grants
 250 people attended, with 12-15 pastors, including our own
Pastor Harman, serving Communion at the opening worship.
 This is the 80th year for the LWML. “What’s Your 80?” is
the challenge for all churches: collect 80 of something and
donate to a charity organization. Details on our efforts will be
in a future newsletter.


The T-shirt quilt made
by the ladies of our
quilting group was
auctioned through silent
auction at the LWML
Convention in June for
a final bid of $1000! It
now hangs in the PSW
District Office!

We will be hosting the Zone’s
FALL CELEBRATION on
Saturday, October 22nd. Watch for
details in the near future. All
women are welcome for fellowship
and growing together in
relationship with Christ.

Bundles of Joy is taking a break for the summer to
replenish supplies.
ITEMS NEEDED FOR BUNDLES:
Items can be dropped off in the bassinette in the
church entryway: Baby Wipes, Baby Wash, Infant
Hats, Small Cloth Bibs, Small Toys, Board Books,
and more. Items are also listed on the bulletin board.

Our chapter of LWML will sponsor
Temesgen, age 20 of Ethiopia,
through Compassion International
for the next 2 years.
We will also help support Lance
Schroeder and family, members of
our church currently attending the
seminary.

Join us for Wednesday morning Bible Study at 7am in the Conference
Room. All ladies welcome!
For more information about Ladies’ Ministry or the Lutheran Women Missionary
League, please contact Nancy Pendleton at 928-257-6257.
The Good News
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Join our Church and School as we install

DCE Josiah Schultz and
Teacher Mikala Perino
and commission our

2022-23 YLS Faculty and Staff
Sunday, August 7, 2022
11am Service

Please keep the following
youth and leaders in your
prayers as they attend the
NYG July 9-13:
Pastor Harman, Ingrid
Timm, Tristin Echols,
Cody Harbolt, Caleb
Harman, Marlee Hewlett,
Jordan Meeks, Riley
Stevenson, Jack Thompson,
Maximus Timm

The Good News

All children ages 3 years old through
6th grade are invited to join us for a
worship experience just for kids!!
Every Sunday! 9:00-10:45am
In the Activity Center/Gym
Worship, Bible study, games, snack, craft,
music, and more!

Nursery Care is available FREE for
6mo. to 3yrs. for all worship services in
the building across the parking lot.
Please ask an usher for directions. A
pager is given to
parents in case of
emergency. Volunteers
are background checked
and CPR trained.
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A Memorial Service for Mona
Kaczmarczyk will be held
Saturday, July 9 at 11am
immediately followed by a
lunch served in the Activity
Center.

Our MONUMENTAL Vacation Bible
School was another HUGE success! We
had over 50 volunteers, and over 200
children attended throughout the week!
Thank you to all of the volunteers, those
who donated items and money to the
ministry, and to everyone who prayed!
God did amazing things throughout this
week! Please continue to pray that God
will bring those children and their
families to a relationship with Him!

Sunday,
July 10th
Between
services
Blood pressures
will be taken by
Apryl BrandApplehans RN

There is still plenty of space and
time to register for Summer Bible
Camp! Call the church office at 928
-726-0773 for more information!

Download the Christ Lutheran Church app to
stay up to date and easily access online
giving, online streaming, the latest newsletter,
the latest sermon, and more! Search for Christ
Yuma in Google Play and the App Store.

Report for the month of May
Building
Fund
Offerings Received
$3,570

2022

Ramona
Kaczmarczyk
June 9
Fiscal Year-to-Date 2021-2022

General
Fund
$41,368

Offerings Received

Building
Fund

General
Fund

$35,969

$615,233

Offerings Needed

N/A

$51,295

Offerings Needed

N/A

$604,534

Over (Short)

N/A

($9,927)

Over/(Short)

N/A

$10,699

Other:
Designated

$2,124

Other:
Designated

$582,475

Our Total 2021-2022 Fiscal Year Church Operating budget is $708,876.
The Good News
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Altar Guild:
Audio/Visual

Sharon Williams, Maribel Hansen,
Tammy Harman, Jennifer Henderson,
Jayne Wright

Chuck Thompson, Robert & Jennifer
Henderson

Counters:
Randy & Gerry Reynoldson

Acolytes

July
3

July
10

July
17

July
24

July
31

8 Quentin Danque
11 Jesen Miller

8 Quentin Danque
11 James McMullen and
Jaxson Schiller

8 Blake and Luke Harbolt

Scripture
Readers

8 Kent Conaway,
Charlie Plotz
The Greeters and Readers
Schedule is not available at
time of printing this
newsletter. The schedules
will be emailed to team
members in early July.

930 Jason Geszvain
11 Chuck Thompson
8 Kent Conaway
930 Jim Rochester

Please see THOSE WHO
SERVE on the back of the
bulletin weekly for names
of those who are serving
weekly and monthly.

11 Jesen Miller
If you are interested in
serving on the Reader,
Greeter, Usher, Hospitality,
or Technology Teams,
8 Colton and Elora Timm
please call the church
11 Jaxson Schiller
office.

11 Alan Rubida
8 Kent Conaway,
Curt Weber
930 Jim Rochester
11 Chuck Thompson
8 Charlie Plotz
930 Jason Geszvain
11 Alan Rubida

8 Curt Weber

8 Colton Timm

930 Jason Geszvain

11 Melody Thompson

The Good News

Elders

11 Chuck Thompson
July 2022
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1
2

Lance Schroeder
Kelly Averitt
Erin Pierce-Killin
3 Sharon Cummins
5 Amanda Rubida
6 Allen Applehans
Brian Phelps
Ryan Pope
7 Nick Grosskreutz
8 Alana Harman
Megan Kircher
Sam Osowski
Caitlyn Pope
9 George Brick
Robert Henderson
11 Diana Rubida
Mike Stegeman
13 James McMullen

Mike Arce
Kelly Averitt
George Brick
Lilly Carreno
Kaedyn Jo Chavez
Sharon Cummins
Joan Frenzel
Brody Glenn
Jim Hanson

1
3
4
6
7

13
14
15
18
19
20

21

24

Lars Timm
Bennett Gardenhire
Ashley Meyer
Bill Esmeier
Emily Petersen
Matthew Reynolds
Erin Ballos
Inez Collins
Agnes Wendt
Ino Wilson
Katelyn Benton
James Chavez
Lucy Dinsmore
Chantal Sellers
Dwylia Hamilton
Terry Paulsen

Erich Harman
Elend Hudson
Hannah Knutson
Ella Marquart
Branden Millan
Ryan Pope
Matthew Reynolds
Gloria Ryenolds
Mikala Roberts

Rob & Patty Wilbur ~ 52 years!!
Rob & Carrie Petersen ~ 39 years!!
Driston & Jessee Bradley ~ 2 years!!
Joe & Annie Fisher ~ 43 years!!
Tony & Carrie Harman ~ 31 years!!
Dale & Marcia Huska ~ 49 years!!
11 James & Jonnee Johnson ~ 6 years!!
Morgan & Kristina Meyer ~ 7 years!!
12 Gary & Twylah Wahl ~ 47 years!!
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16
25
27
31

24 Daniel Sheppard
25 Ian Buruato
Bennett Freeny
Lilly Lammel
26 Zoey Slaughter
Kelly Slaughter
27 Blanca Millan
Rebecca Schroeder
28 Morgan Meyer
29 Pat Cooley
30 K.T. McDaniel
Kyle Muro
31 Marilyn Lammel

Katie Rubida
Edite Seamans
Mike Stegeman
Colton Timm

Dave & Megan Kircher ~ 39 years!!
Paul & Patti White ~ 36 years!!
Gary & Rhonda Whitcomb ~ 37 years!!
Bob & Nancy Pendleton ~ 46 years!!
Jay & Kimberly Meeks ~ 23 years!!
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10

8A Traditional Worship
9:30A Contemporary Worship
9:30A Worship KidStyle/Adult Bible
Study
11A Contemporary Worship
6P High School Youth Night

31

8A Traditional Worship
9:30A Contemporary Worship
9:30A Worship KidStyle/Adult Bible
Study
11A Contemporary Worship with
Communion
6P High School Youth Night

24

8A Traditional Worship with
Communion
9:30A Contemporary Worship with
Communion
9:30A Worship KidStyle/Adult Bible
Study
11A Contemporary Worship
6P High School Youth Night

17

11

5

7A Do Day Quilting
6P Johnson SBGS
6:30P Boy Scouts
7P Contemporary Band Practice

12

25

18

7A Do Day Quilting
6P Johnson SBGS
6:30P Boy Scouts
7P Contemporary Band Practice

26

7A Do Day Quilting
6P Johnson SBGS
6:30P Boy Scouts
7P Contemporary Band Practice

19

6
7A Women’s Bible Study

Wed

27
7A Women’s Bible Study

—

7A Women’s Bible Study

20

7A Women’s Bible Study

13

Summer Camp—CAMP USA

7A Do Day Quilting
6P Johnson SBGS
6:30P Boy Scouts
7P Contemporary Band Practice

Tue

National Youth Gathering—Houston, TX—July 7-13

8A Traditional Worship
9:30A Contemporary Worship
9:30A Worship KidStyle/Adult Bible
Study
11A Contemporary Worship with
Communion

8A Engler Estates Neighborhood
Parade

4

OFFICES AND SUMMER CAMP
CLOSED

3

Mon

8A Traditional Worship with
Communion
9:30A Contemporary Worship with
Communion
11A Contemporary Worship
6P High School Youth Night

Sun

7A Do Day Quilting
6:30p Venture Crew

28

7A Do Day Quilting
6:30P Venture Crew

21

Fri

11A Memorial Service for
Mona Kaczmarczyk

9

2

Sat

15

29

22

30

23

16

National Youth Gathering—Houston, TX—July 7-13

8

1

Summer Camp—Christmas in July

7A Do Day Quilting
6:30P Venture Crew

14

7A Do Day Quilting
6:30P Venture Crew

7

Thu

